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Miller Genuine Draft 200 

Gordon’s eager to rejoin mix 

After missing a race, he’ll be trying to make up lost ground 


By Tun May 

Dispatch Sports Reporter 

The, traffic jam could get out of hand this weekend at 
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. . 

Not on the roads leading to the 2.25-mile road 
course in Laangton, Ohio, mind you, but on the track 
j itsdf Qualifying everywhere in In¬ 
dyCar racing this year has been an 
exercise in squeezing out an extra 
_ second a lap, the margin often be¬ 
tween the front row and row eight. 

The racing hasn’t been much 
different And Robby Gordon, one 
of the sticks that has stirred this 
thick brew of a season, said he 
expects even more of a clot in 
Sunday’s Miller Genuine Draft 200. 

“I think the closer you get 
towards the end of the year you're 
going to have guys who haven't won races who want to 
win,” Gordon said. “And then you’ve got guys like me and 
Bobby (Bahai) and Michael (Andretti) and (A1 Unser) 
Junior who need to do good for points, because all of us 
still have a shot at the championship. 

“It’s going to be an interesting race, is what it adds 
up to, a good race for the fans. It should be a real good 
show.” 

Jacques Villeneuve holds a 141-111 lead over Rahal 
In the points race, with Gordon, Andretti and the others 
in pursuit. Villeneuve, 24, is trying to nail down the title 
before moving on to Formula One next season. 

His team announced yesterday he would not be back 
next season. The formal announcement of his move to 
Formula One is expected Monday. 

In between, there is the MGD 200. 

“And if Jacques stumbles a little bit, we’re going to 
be there,” Gordon said. 

Gordon is coming off a one-race hiatus. IndyCar 
officials wouldn’t let him drive in the Marlboro 500 two 
weeks ago after he was knocked unconscious in a crash 
during practice two days earlier, 

“I think at the time I was fine to drive, and it’s 
unfortunate they have rules like that, but they have it for 


all of our own good, I guess,” Gordon said. 

This has been a breakthrough year - for Gordon in 
terms of winning IndyCar races — he has two victories 
in his Valvoline car — but it may not be enough to catch 
Villeneuve, a four-time winner this year. 

“He’s had some good luck, and luck plays a role in 
every form of racing,” Gordon said. “You’ve got to be 
good, but you’ve got to have some luck, too.” 

Gordon, more often than not, hasn’t had the luck 
factor working for him. 

“I look at it that way, and not to cry about it, because 
it’s all over with once the race is done,’” he said. “But I 
think we have been in a position to win five races thM 
year. We were that way at Indianapolis; at Nazareth 1 
was leading and I ran over Eddie Cheever’s air hose 
(drawing a stop-and-go penalty), and we had the fastest 
car at Cleveland.” 

Oh, yes. Cleveland. 

Up to that point, Gordon was running a fairly 
conservative — by his view —season, an approach that 
had netted him his first win at Phoenix and helped him 
patiently rule the day at Detroit 

But at Cleveland three weeks ago, he seemed to let 
it all hang out with several daring moves that netted him 
little more than other competitors’ ire. 

“At Cleveland we matted it, because it was time to 
do or die,” Gordon said. “Jacques had gotten away from 
us at Elkhart Lake, and we had to make some points up. 
So we were doing everything we could. 

“I think we probably had the best car there, but 
somebody wanted to give me flat tires all day long.” 

He accused Andretti of intentionally trying to slash 
tires with his front wing. After the race, Gordon inten¬ 
tionally drove into Andretti’s car on the cool-down lap. 

The result was a S10.000 fine and probation for 
Gordon, while Andretti was placed on probation for an 
accumulation of incidents. 

Asked if the stigma that left with some folks 
bothered him, Gordon said “Why should it bother me? 

“I've won two races already this year, Michael has 
won only one. We’ve been a little more consistent 

“So I’m not going to let that bother me. I did that to 
prove a point to Michael. It probably wasn’t the right 
thing to do at the time, but it’s done.” 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/nngn0004 
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